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From the Bishop’s Desk
“I hope we don’t go back to normal”
The church has been in some form of shut-down for
three months due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Most of us
are feeling and expressing this sentiment: “I can hardly wait
until we ‘get back to normal’”. This week the Manitoba
government has released Phase 3 of their Restoring Safe
Services re-opening plan. Churches can open to 30%
capacity if they do it carefully in isolated groups of 50 or
less. So, we are planning to re-open church services and we
are excited to restore the fellowship that is so vital to church
life and Christian discipleship!
Into that excitement, one of our wise pastors spoke a
startling word of wisdom:
“I hope we don’t go back to normal.”
That forced me to stop and think. And I am asking you to
stop and think.
Things have been different for the past three months.
Some things have been significantly worse. Some things
have been significantly better. Some things we want to go
back to “normal”. Some things we hope will never go back
to “normal”. What are those things?
Think carefully about that. When things are different, we
have an opportunity to see things from a different angle and
learn things that we could not have noticed when things were
“normal”. When Shelley and I went to Nigeria, we noticed
many things we could not have noticed at home. You have
had that experience in Haiti, or in Mexico, or in Bolivia.
Cross-cultural people know this. People who have never left
home cannot understand certain cultural “norms”. The past
three months has been a “non-normal” learning opportunity.
I would be deeply disappointed if we went back to “normal”
without having paused long enough to learn what parts of
our “normal” weren’t actually good for us, what things we
could do better, so that our new “normal” will be a better
“normal”.
I cannot offer an exhaustive list of all the lessons that have
been learned. I am hoping to learn those lessons when the
pastors and deacons get back to Ministerial meetings and
when churches get back to church gatherings. But here are
a few things I hope go back to normal, and a few I hope do
not go back to normal. Maybe this can start your thinking
and discussion.
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I hope we go back to fellowship. I miss meeting with
God’s people in person in God’s house. I hope we come back
to fellowship with a deeper passion. And I hope we come
back to Christian conversations with a deeper openness
and honesty. We have had less “How are you?” “Fine.” in
the church foyer. But we have had more extended personal
conversations and prayer over the phone. That has been
good. I want us to rejoice and mourn with one another in
the reality we have been facing. People have buried loved
ones without the support of their church. That is painful and
lonely. People have added grandchildren to their family and
have not been able to celebrate with friends. We will not be
shaking hands for the first while yet, but I look forward to
hugging again. I need a hug from my Christian siblings.
I hope we do not go back to a rat race. We often complain
about the rat race we are in. If only we had more time, we
would be able to… Did we? A lot of events got cancelled –
church, programs, meetings, sports, restaurants. Most of us
have had a bit more time. “Be still and know that I am God.”
Have you been still? Will you maintain the habit of “being
still” before God? I hope we do not go back to “normal”.
And I hope we do not go back to a contest. One pastor
asked me early on, “Is this causing a lot of conflict?” There
has been a lot of opportunity for conflict in the past three
months. So many new things: buying expensive cameras,
Zoom meetings, live-streaming, re-opening strategies…
But churches and their leaders have been working together
through those challenges in unity to do church and to honor
Christ as well as possible in the circumstances. People have
been generous in giving of grace and time and money and
support. One pastor heard this: “I will never criticize again.
I just want to be in church again.” We have learned valuable
lessons about partnership. It has been very encouraging. I
hope we do not go back to a contest.
Have you heard more sermons or less? Have you read
more Scripture? Have you prayed more? Has God seemed
nearer? Have you loved deeper?
What have you learned during this different time? What
are you hoping will go back to normal? What are you hoping
does not go back to normal? With what new normal will God
be pleased?
Dave Reimer
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Editorial
Godly Wisdom
Wisdom often seems a sorely lacking quality in our lives
and in society as a whole. We are flooded with information,
so much information that we hardly seem to know what is
up and what is down anymore. So much information that
competes with other information that we wonder if we can
ever really even know anything. Just when we think we have
learned one thing, somebody tells us we got the answers all
wrong, but they are more than willing to give us all the right
answers. One person tells you to listen to this news source,
the other tells you that you must listen to a different news
sources if you want any answers. Everyone swears they are
telling the truth and they all say something different.
So, what do we finally believe? On a lot of topics, this is
not an easy answer. Information on its own is neither good
nor bad, it is simply information. It may be true, it may be
false; it may be important, it may be unimportant. How do
we decide? Well, wisdom is important.
Wisdom and knowledge are not at all the same thing.
While I would suggest that you cannot have wisdom
without knowledge, you certainly can have knowledge
without wisdom. Wisdom brings together the information,
knowledge, you gain in life and utilizes it constructively.
Sadly, much of what I read and hear in the news, and indeed
amongst Christians, feels lacking in Godly wisdom. We have
chased knowledge with no regard for wisdom.

would need to know what God thought was right and wrong
(1 Kings 3), and a willingness to do it.
The word translated as “listening” or “understanding” in
that passage speaks of hearing well, and obeying. If I ask you
to turn out the lights and you say “yes”, but leave the lights
on, you cannot say you heard me. Without obedience, you
have not heard. Solomon wants to know what God thinks is
right and wrong, and then he wants to live it out. That is true
wisdom. Knowing God’s ways (knowledge), and then doing
it (wisdom). That could be the prayer for every Christian
today.
So much of our energy is wasted on evaluating issues
that are not central to Christianity (ie, Christ and the cross
(1 Cor 2:2)), without a heart ready to be conformed to the
image of Christ. In our hunt for information, which is often
little more than seeking information that confirms what
we already think, we trade Godly wisdom, seeking God’s
heart and obeying it in out lives. Those around you may say
this, or say that, let them. Make it your goal to know Christ
and to model your life after him. That is a path that few are
choosing. That will be a louder statement than any other
argument you can make. We do not need more information;
we need more Godly wisdom.
Clinton Friesen

King Solomon became king when he was young. God
told King Solomon he could ask for anything from God
and he asked for a heart that listened. At that time, Solomon
knew that to rule the great nation of Israel with justice, he
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Church and Missionary Reports
Ministry Continues in Isolation
Kevin and Maria Martens, Panama
Freedom! ...
Oh Wait, never
mind.
Since June 1,
Panama
lifted
their lockdown
restrictions!
Instead of being
limited to go
shopping
on
various
days
and according to
the last digit on
your
passport,
we could go out
together!
By
normal standards,
our first “date”
wasn’t
very
epic but we’re not living in normal times so simply being
able to walk to a store together was kind of exciting.
We also celebrated our 31st wedding anniversary
June 3 with a nice dinner...no restaurants are open
but we’re pretty good cooks :-) and we truly enjoyed
reflecting on God’s faithfulness, He has been and
continues to be so good to us. We are truly blessed.
On June 4, I had the privilege of being in a car for the first time
since March 8 when we went to church. Since mid March,
the preaching has been posted on YouTube. A lot of editing
work goes on to put a sermon online and our pastor has done
a great job of it but he needed a break and so he asked me to
give a sermon for June 7. That meant that I could go to his
house June 4 to film it. I have never preached to a camera
before and it certainly was a quite different experience.

God is Still at Work!
Despite the restrictions COVID 19 has brought, ministry
still happens, it just happens to look differently. In a recent
conversation with missionaries in Brazil, we marvelled as
our missionary friend shared how a elderly woman, a recent
convert, gets confused between the times of their Wednesday
and Sunday night services. On Sunday, they start their online
service at 6pm, but alas this dear lady tuned in too late.
The service was over but in a telephone conversation with
the missionary, our missionary friend gave her the Bible
passages they read before they celebrated the Lord’s Supper.
Encouraged, the lady jotted down the verses which she was
going to share with the rest of her unbelieving family. After
doing so, she told our missionary friend that she would hold

As it turned out, the timing was perfect because since
the lifting of the lockdown, there have been nearly
3000 new cases in six days (Panama now has 16,425
confirmed cases and 393 deaths) and the government
felt it necessary to re-impose lockdown measures.
Here we go again. We are back to women being allowed to
go out for a maximum of 2 hours on Mondays, Wednesdays,
and Fridays; and men allowed Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
Saturdays.
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the Lord’s Supper with her family. Our missionary friend
then explained that the Lord’s Supper is only for believers
to celebrate so he offered to teach the family over skype to
which they all agreed. At the end of his teaching, he gave
an invitation to the family to accept Christ. Much to his
surprise, all 7 reached out their hands to receive Jesus as
their Lord and Saviour!
Local Ministry
Here in Panama, I (Kevin) been discipling two young
men focusing largely on their identity in Christ. One young
man lives in New York while the other young man lives
here in Panama. Our times together have been profitable but
challenging. Challenging because of language differences
and challenges more spiritual in nature. For the last three
weeks, we have not met together because something
interferes. We would appreciate prayer against the powers of
darkness that are running interference.
I am also involved in mentoring a man originally from
Peru. S and I talk every week and I have really enjoyed our
meetings. S shows a lot of wisdom and desires to be the man
God has called him to be. He recently shared how God has
placed a specific country in his mind and when he spoke to
his wife about it, she had also shared that she had the same
country in mind. We would really miss them if God called
them out of Panama but at the same time, rejoice in their
obedience and eager to see what God would do with them. I
would love your prayers as I mentor Samuel. I do not want to
interfere with what God is doing and nor do I want to speak
words God never asked me to speak. I need God’s wisdom
to listen and ask good questions.
Prayer & Praise
Santa Cruz, Bolivia is especially hard hit with COVID 19
and in the last week alone, 2 Bolivian ladies who have gone
through the program at El Jordan (a ministry run by Avant
missionaries) and have become volunteers at El Jordan have
passed away. They leave grieving families of their own and
their friends at El Jordan behind. We invite you to pray God’s
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comfort for them all.
We also invite you to pray for missionaries who are
currently Stateside and are eagerly awaiting to get back to
their fields. One couple has finished training and support
raising since March and they are eager to get to Colombia.
The earliest that might happen is August 31st.
We ask for prayer on behalf of Molly Goossen, a long
time missionary to Brazil. Her and her husband James are
currently in Kansas and will be for the foreseeable future.
Molly is in poor health. We have visited the Goossen’s on
the field and they are wonderful people and have such a
wonderful ministry. Please pray for James and Molly - for
health, for joy, hope, and strength.
We are grateful for our own health and for the way God
has sustained us. Although we would like the freedom to go
out, to interact with others, and to travel to our missionary
fields, we are well and have much to thank God for.
A couple of months ago, we wrote to say our financial
balance had dipped below zero. As a result of decreasing
our wage, others have also given above and beyond to the
point where we are no longer in a deficit position. THANK
YOU for praying and your sacrificial giving that allows us to
continue serving where God has called us to be!
We ask you to pray for us and all missionaries who are
greatly affected by COVID 19. Not only has COVID 19
greatly changed the way ministry is done, but it challenges
their mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual health.
Missionaries serving in Brazil are especially challenged as
Brazil is currently has the 2nd highest rate of infection in
the world.
Lastly, we ask for prayer for our ministry of care to our
missionaries. In these extraordinary times where travel is
prohibited, we need God’s wisdom and grace to encourage
and help our missionaries in whatever way we can.
Kevin and Maria Martens
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Trusting that God is Enough
Prespatou CMC, BC
In these unusual days God has shown the instability of
man’s agenda and the inadequacy of human prevention. In
many ways, pertaining to and regardless of the pandemic,
God removes the various securities that we lean on: things
such as finances, insurance; or experience; self reliability,
etc. These are taken from us so that we will not lean on
temporal things but rather on the Eternal (2 Cor. 4:18). We
place trust in ourselves and other securities so much so that
trusting God takes a back seat and prayer becomes a last
resort rather than a first response.

By this we fully know that everything, or any task we
perform is accomplished not of our own effort or skill, but
all is a given gift from God, lest any man should boast.
(Ephesians 2:8) All is a gift of grace.

Daily, God removes the adequacy of my skills in the
simplest of situations causing me every day, in every thing to
ask for the gifts needed; to ask for the skills concerning my
job; to ask for the ability to delight in doing righteousness
and refuse sin. When we realize our insignificance; when we
acknowledge our deficiency, then we become the submissive
and trusting servant’s scripture commands us to be.

“God is too good to be unkind and He is too wise to be
mistaken. When we cannot trace His hand, we must trust His
heart.” ~Charles Spurgeon

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding.” ~Proverbs 3:5

It is my hope that the reader is not discouraged by the
above statements, but rather that we would be aware of what
is still lacking in ourselves, and also greatly encouraged and
comforted knowing that whatever we ask God is faithful
to His promises (Matt. 6:31-33) and gives graciously in
abundance according to His good purpose for us (Jer. 29:11).

As we strive to respect the rules of government and adjust
to daily change, remember to pray for our pastors and the
church that we may remain united, trusting in Jesus.
Jess Braun

SPECIAL NOTICE TO CMC MEMBERS:
2020 CMC Delegate Meetings Cancelled
On the COVID Delegate Meeting Adjustment:
The CMC Delegate Meeting scheduled for April 17-18,
2020 was cancelled due to COVID-19.
The Delegate assembly is the “governing body” of the
CMC. As such, the Delegates need to meet once a year to
address the organizational foundations and necessities of the
Conference. The delegates make decisions on all amendments
to the Constitution and By-laws. The delegates ratify the
Trustees who execute the business of the Conference. The
delegates review and approve the financial statements of the
prior year and the budgets of the current year.
Because the delegates could not meet due to COVID-19,
and because foundational annual business must be addressed,
the CMC Ministerial made the delegate level decisions
on behalf of the churches this year. Delegate items were
addressed at the May 28 CMC Ministerial meeting. With the
limit of 25 people in an in-person meeting, some were there
in person and some joined online.
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Only the necessary annual Delegate items were
addressed. There were no new changes made. There were no
amendments to the Constitution or the By-laws. The current
trustees were ratified. The 2019 financial statements were
reviewed and accepted. The 2020 budgets were reviewed
and accepted. (The 2020 budget was provisionally passed at
the Oct 2019 CMC Ministerial Convention. It was not new
or controversial information.)
We are expecting to return to our regular pattern for the
coming year. The 2021 Delegate Meeting is scheduled for
April 17, 2021. We are thankful for the grace we have shared
with one another through this time when nothing has been
normal. God’s blessing on His church.
Bishop Dave Reimer
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Excited for Ministry Changes to Come
Jacob and Karen Ginter, Guelph Ontario
leading us in all of this. And I am sure, when we look back,
we will see it even clearer! For now, we trust one step at a
time into His care and seek to follow His guidance carefully.
Thanks for praying!
Jacob and Karen

Niverville CMC
Dear Praying Friends!
Greetings from warm and muggy Guelph! We have
experienced some real heat already and are now in more
temperate weather – but Ontario humidity is here!
I just wanted to write today and thank you for your prayers
for us over the past months as we have been in dialogue and
deliberation about returning to Spain in a part-time capacity.
After a significant amount of prayer and dialogue – Karen
and me, and others – we have decided to remain in Canada
for this next phase of ministry. God has encouraged us to
focus on building into the lives of people in Canada – locally
and further afar. We will be unpacking this more in the
coming weeks.
For now, I would ask that you pray as we work through
the logistics of all of this. We have clearly seen God’s hand
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But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose
confidence is in Him (Jeremiah 17:7)
I hope you are all doing well and staying heathy. Our
church has been live streaming our church services
since Good Friday and it has been going well. Just
recently we started having people at church which has
been exciting!
We are also helping with the Love Niverville
Project which is helping those who have a hard time
getting food because of Covid-19. Volunteers also give
information about where they can get spiritual help or a
listening ear if they so desire.
We also had to postpone our church picnic so we are
waiting for things to clear up more so that we can have
our summer picnic which is always a good time.
					Joanne Falk
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Saying Final Goodbyes to Papua New Guinea
Terry and Rosie Banman, Ethnos Canada
It does our heart good to see how they are continuing in
their maturity.   I shared with them that this is going to be
an official goodbye because we will not be coming back to
PNG. Who would have thought how close we have become
because of the years of building relationships? Tears were
shed and each one praised God for His goodness in our lives.
We have often wondered what it would be like to say these
goodbyes and now it is something we are facing head on. Pray
for us as we walk this part of our journey that again is another
new step of faith. We give praise for God’s faithfulness and
look forward to seeing more of it as we press on elsewhere.
I hope to make some trips back to PNG but we will see
how things go. We are planning to be involved with Ethnos
Canada (NTM) out of our hometown in Steinbach, Manitoba.
(Note: Terry and Rosie Banman safely returned to Canada in
early June.)
Praising God among the nations

Over the last 23 years of being a part of the work here in
PNG, we have seen many of you being faithful in serving
God with financial gifts to us, or letters of encouragement
and sacrificing in ways to see God work in and through us
while being here. When we hear of something that is going
on in your lives Rosie and I often stop everything, and we
pray for you. Trusting God, our helper and provider in
those times of need that we all have is so necessary. We
all are so needy, aren’t we? For the last number of years,
we have experienced a need within our own lives. Many
of you have been tracking and are familiar with a disease
that Rosie has which is Parkinson’s. Rosie’s Parkinson’s
disease has been progressing, and this has made it a
challenge at times. We have seen this as an opportunity
to trust and evaluate what the Lord would have us to do.
A while back we came to the exceedingly difficult
decision to not return to PNG when we leave at the end
of June. This obviously has made us incredibly sad and
we have gone through various stages of grief knowing
there is more grieving to come. Honestly, we are
dreading leaving PNG, the PNG people, and our fellow
missionaries who we have come to know and love so well.
Two days ago I, Terry, went to Goroka town and met with
Winson, Willis, Jessi, Panginai, Kenyol and three others
who we had direct interaction with through our years of
ministry in Wusuraambya. I listened to how they have been
trusting God through the good and hard times that they face.
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Let’s continue to work hard in these last days to see
God build His Church and that He be praised among the
Nations.Some exciting news that we would like to share
is that a language group called Wantakia will start to
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hear Gods Word unfold foundationally with Creation to
Christ Bible lessons next week. This tribe is neighboring
Wusuraambya, where we used to live! We along with
the Wusuraambya believers have been praying for a long
time to see God do an amazing revealing of Himself and

His gracious plan through the words of Moses and the
Prophets. Please pray for the missionary team (Sanders,
Hambrices, Crabtrees) and for the Wantakia people group.
Terry and Rosie Banman

Excited to Gather with Believers
Mary Bartsch, Bolivia
Nancy and I drove close to the blockade yesterday and
walked through towards Pailon. They only allow police
and ambulance to pass through. We did our shopping and
then walked back. The one day a week for shopping has
now been changed to Monday, or Wednesday or Friday,
that gives us a little more flexibility. I have now been to a
town half an hour away a couple of times. They have less
restrictions and it feels like an outing. I have always been
able to go shopping and have enough food to eat.
I was able to visit with two of my cousins this month.
One had a baby here in Villa Nueva clinic and the other I
visited in Cupesi colony.

Hello!
I am in good health and safe. Dengue (a mosquito borne
disease) is rampant here this year and I am extremely
fortunate and have not had it yet. We still do not have
school; it’s now been two months and two weeks. There is
no talk of going back to school yet. We have now had two
months and one week of quarantine. Quarantine is always
extended two weeks at a time.
This past week the president of Bolivia gave each
province the authority to relax or increase quarantine
according to cases of Covid 19. Santa Cruz province has
the most cases, I do not think things will change here soon.

Because of quarantine we as a team have not been able
to get together for meetings. In April we did an audio
meeting on WhatsApp and in May we did a video meeting
on zoom. We are forced to try and learn new things and it
works. The four of us had an opportunity to go to Hacienda
Verde this week. Nancy left on Saturday; Abe, Margaret
and I left on Monday with plans to stay one night. After
supper we heard the news about the blockades, so we
packed up and went home after a short visit.
We have had some good changes here in Villa Nueva
this week. We had church and Sunday school this past
Sunday for the first time in 10 weeks. Church attendance
has dropped this past year, so we are only a small group. It
was wonderful. Bible study is starting again tonight, which
is great.
Thank you for your prayers and support. God bless and
take care.
Mary Bartsch

The cities are spending money and time with enforcing
the quarantine, but they are receiving little money. So,
Monday at midnight all the towns and cities in Santa Cruz
province set up blockades to protest the lack of money.
The blockades are supposed last 48 hours but no one
believes that will be the case. Now we have quarantine and
blockades together.
May/June 2020
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Moving to Winnipeg
Brett and Candace Loewen, MAC Ministries
that it was during Ramadon, but we still wanted to have him
come. So, we kept the kids up late and when it was time to
break the fast, we had a meal of roast chicken and birthday
cake. The kids thought it was awesome staying up so late and
Abby loved her pink teddy she got from her Somali brother.
He has already told us when we move to Winnipeg, he will
come every day! We are so thankful for this friendship and
pray we can continue to share Jesus’ love with him both
tangibly and by sharing the gospel.

When we started with MAC we knew that we may eventually
end up moving to Winnipeg. Coming back from Chad we had
agreed that we would not make any big decisions for a year,
because of all the unexpected transitions we knew we needed
to settle in and figure out what ministry looked like for us.
We attended an AIM prayer meeting in February and the MB
mobilizers shared that they were moving to B.C. and would
be selling their house. We began a conversation, began
praying and felt that this is what God was calling us to do.
So many things fell into place for us; finances for one.
As you know Brett, Lucas, and Abigail all have a genetic
condition with Lucas having some extra needs. Both Lucas
and Abigail qualified for the Canadian Disability Tax Credit
and because its a genetic condition it was backpaid to the date
of their birth. The funds we received were exactly enough
for a 5% down payment and legal fees. What a miracle!!
We made the decision to keep our house in Steinbach as
a rental and purchase the home in Winnipeg. Its a stretch
for us but we feel like the Lord has provided every step of
the way and we clearly feel the call to move to Winnipeg.
One huge answer to prayer is that Lucas will start
Kindergarten in his new school and not have to transition
from a different school. Pray for both Lucas and Hudson
as they will be attending a new school in September.  
Quarantine has been a bit crazy at the Loewen house.
Between schoolwork, refugee applications, Zoom calls with
ministries, and getting ready to rent our house and pack we
are feeling a bit stretched. We are looking forward to getting
settled in our new home.
Birthdays and Ramadon
About a month ago our Somali Friend mentioned that he
wanted to come to our place for Abigail’s birthday. We were
excited to have him over, we realized closer to her birthday
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On the Sponsorship front it has been very busy, Candace
has finished 5 applications, and all have been accepted
by the government. Praise the Lord! There are another 5
applications in progress and at times the workload feels
overwhelming especially when paired with having a baby
and all that we have on the go, but the Lord is sustaining us
and we are thankful!
Manitoba Camp Soar
With all the uncertainty with COVID-19 our
Camp is looking more and more like it might be
cancelled. Before all of this happened there was no
complication with having our camp in Ontario but now
with travel restrictions it is an added complication.
Please pray that we would get a sense of if we can proceed
or if we should cancel and go at it full force for 2021. We
know the Lord has his hand in all of this and we continue to
trust him.
Last week , I (Brett) was able to have a reunion (on
Zoom) with all the campers from last summers MAC camp
in Ontario and it was great to see all of the youth that I got
to know over that week and hear a devotional and pray over
them as they are adjusting to quarantine in TO. There is
another one planned in a few weeks time.
One of the ways we were able to learn is through zoom
conferences and meetings. A highlight was having our
entire region’s conference to learn more about the different
cities AIM is doing diaspora work and to get ideas of what
may work in Winnipeg. We also got to hear from one of
MAC’s supporting churches in Ontario and hear what
Covid could mean for global and local missions work.
One of the ways, I (Brett) have recently begun helping
Naomi House is by helping with their social media presence.
Currently, we are on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and
Youtube. If you would like to hear of ways to learn more
about refugees and how to help them as they adjust to life in
Canada give Naomi House a follow.
Brett and Candace Loewen
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A Life
Well Lived
By Bishop Dave Reimer

A lot of people looked up to Cornie and Mary Martens as
spiritual parents.
Cornie and Mary were involved in most of the CMC
churches, directly starting a few of them including Prespatou
and Winkler CFC. Many of the churches would say, “Cornie
was our pastor.” Mitchell and Weidenfeld in particular knew
him as their Pastor for years.
Cornie was the Assistant Bishop to a number of Bishops,
officially and unofficially. We all benefited from his wisdom.
I have depended on his counsel. I will directly miss him.
For Mr Martens, all of life was sacred. You didn’t have to
be in church praying in order for God to be satisfied with His
child. Cutting firewood was satisfying. Hunting was good.
Hockey and football games were good. Family was perfectly
excellent. And none of it took away from his devotion as a
man of God. All of life belongs to God. I have particularly
appreciated that while we in the church thought of Cornie
Martens as a Pastor, his children and grandchildren knew

Cornelius J. Martens
August 10, 1935 – May 28, 2020
him as Dad and Grandpa. He never traded in his family for
his church. And God is pleased.
Mr Martens had the ability to help in a particular place,
to recognize when his role was done (before it was done),
move on on good terms, and help somewhere else. Always
willing; but never under compulsion. Always giving advice
but not controlling. Always encouraging, knowing that it
is God who does the real work. Mr Martens finished well
in a number of churches. And he finished well in life. That
is a great example; one of the most honorable things I can
imagine. That is the way I want to finish.
Back when I was a first-year Bible College student at
SBC, Cornie Martens was the SCHS Principal and Cornie
Ginter was an SBC student. They were going for lunch at
Smitty’s. I happened to meet them in the school entrance
and they invited me to join them. They talked about life
and family and church. And I listened. Very normal. Deeply
profound. I went home and told Shelley that I had had lunch
with Moses and Elijah. The wisdom was way beyond me. I
was such a child. That was 30 years ago. A month ago, I was
still seeking Cornie Martens for wisdom.
May the Lord raise up another generation of wise people
like Cornie and Mary Martens to lead family and church in
the way of Christ in this tumultuous world.
Dave Reimer

Bishop Dave Reimer shared at the memorial
service for Cornie Martens
May/June 2020
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Generosity on Two Wheels
By Barbara Chambers
You know that feeling when you hear a story that makes
you smile? My friend Simone recently shared a beautiful
story of generosity that made my week, and I hope it brings
joy to yours
as well. It all
started a few
weeks
ago
when Simone
was washing
up the dinner
dishes
and
her 10-yearold daughter
Grace ran into
the kitchen.
“ M o m !
Someone stole my bike!” shouted Grace. Doubtful, Simone
advised her to take a closer look around the backyard.
However, when the girl returned with tears streaming down
her face, Simone realized the situation was more serious
than she had thought. Through hitching sobs, Grace admitted
that she had forgotten her bike unlocked on the front porch
overnight and now it was gone.
The hand-me-down bicycle was not incredibly valuable
monetarily, but it was extremely important to Grace. Since
the pandemic, riding her bike was among the only ways she
could enjoy exercise and sunshine outside. Losing the bike
felt like losing her freedom. They filed a police report, and a
brief virtual playdate replaced her evening bike ride.

I wanted her to be able to ride it right away.” Simone’s
throat constricted at this added kindness, and she could just
barely get out another “Thank you”. “No problem,” the man
repeated, waving goodbye. Grace waved back, smiled,
and shouted a final, heartfelt “Thank you so much!”.
Simone’s story reminds me of the many ways we
can model generosity within our communities.
I could see tears brimming in Simone’s eyes when
she told me the story of Grace’s new bike. She says
that each time her daughter rides her bike around
the neighbourhood, their entire family thinks of the
amazing generosity that made these little adventures
possible.
Simone’s story reminds me of the many ways
we can model generosity within our communities.
From the school friends who heard about the situation and
mobilized their neighbourhood “grapevine” to help, to
the family who stepped up and donated the bicycle, to the
father who took the extra time and money to get it in the
best condition possible for its new owner, a whole series of
generous choices contributed to Grace’s happy ending. More
than just a good news story during the pandemic, these acts
of generosity set an example that all of us can strive to reflect
in our own lives.
Imagine a world where everyone gives so generously.
(Names in the story were changed to protect identity.)

The next morning, out of the blue, Simone received a
video call that left her gobsmacked. Apparently, word had
gotten around the community overnight, and a generous
family whom they knew only through school was calling to
offer Grace the bike that their daughter had recently grown
out of. The family assured Simone it was in good shape but
needed a new innertube for the flat rear tire. Grateful for
their generous gift, she told them she would be happy to
make the repair.
The next day, Grace and Simone picked up the bicycle,
maintaining a safe social distance as their neighbour propped
it on the driveway and stepped back. Simone sanitized hands
and handlebars, thanking the man over and over in the hopes
that this friendly acquaintance could see how much this bike
meant to Grace. “No problem,” he said, smiling.
As they started to wheel the bike away, Simone noticed that
the rear tire was moving perfectly. Seeing her surprise, the
man added, “I tuned it up for her, and put in a new innertube.
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Abundance Canada has effectively helped Canadians
with their charitable giving in their lifetime and through
their estate. To learn more, visit abundance.ca or call
1.800.772.3257 to arrange a confidential, no obligation free
consultation.
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