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“I say to you, 
wake up and 

look around, the 
fields are ripe 
for harvest” - 

 (John 4:35)
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From the Bishop’s Desk

The COVID crisis has been interrupted by an ANGER cri-
sis.

The daily news was all about COVID. Then it was about 
police brutality. Then it was about protests. Then violent 
protests and burning buildings. The world is angry. The 
world is gone mad. 

The culture declares that you ought to be angry. There is so 
much injustice. If you are not angry, you do not care, you 
are a bad person. Good people are angry people. Angry 
people are the only good people. They care.

And everyone is being drawn in. If you are not angry at the 
police, then you should be angry at the people who are an-
gry. If you are not protesting police brutality or racism, you 
should be protesting protesters who protest. Or protest CO-
VID church closures. But protest something! You should be 
angry! Don’t you care?!

Whom else can we be angry at? People are bad. They have 
always been bad. Let us be angry at people who have long 
been dead. How dare they not have lived by 2020 stan-
dards? Let us tear down some statues. Am I the only righ-
teous person left on this earth?

Take a deep breath.

There is plenty of injustice. There are plenty of things to be 
angry about. But while anger might drive us to address is-
sues, anger does not solve issues. Are there solutions?

It seems to me that the world has finally come to the real-
ization that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.” (Everyone except me of course.) Everyone should be 
apologizing because they are sinners. So far, so good.

But realization and acknowledgement of sin does not re-
move the problem. For that we will need another step.

Forgiveness.

It sounds far too simple. And it sounds like we are letting 
those sinners get away with sin.

But there is no other way to “remove” the sin or the guilt 
or the offense. You can pay me back the $10 you stole from 
me, but I still feel violated and careful about trusting you 

again. I could still tear down your statue. Unless I forgive.

Our current culture of blame and guilt will lead to one of 
two responses. Either we will become angry and be led into 
a downward cycle of vengeance – an eye for an eye until 
we are all blind. Or we will forgive and give an opportunity 
for a reset, a fresh start – to those sinners, to our culture, 
and to ourselves.

It starts with honesty. If all have sinned, then I have sinned. 
And I know I have sinned. I think others have sinned, but I 
know that I have sinned. (Let him without sin cast the first 
stone.) If I were not forgiven, then I would be doomed in a 
cycle of judgment and condemnation. My statue should be 
torn down. (There is no statue of me.) There would be no 
statue of anyone. I depend on forgiveness.

The good news is that God, in Christ, has forgiven me. For 
me there is hope. Not because I have not sinned, but be-
cause God decided to forgive me. That changes everything. 
For eternity.

Forgiven people should be generous forgivers. Christians 
should be leading our angry society to a place of grace. In 
every angry, judgmental face I see the sadness of an unfor-
given, guilty sinner, trying to deflect guilt onto someone 
even worse. I do not see hope in an angry face.

Christian, you have the hope that this angry world is look-
ing for – forgiveness.

I will give the last word here to the apostle Paul. If he were 
able to preach a sermon in Seattle in the summer of 2020, I 
am thinking he might preach Eph 4:31-32:

“Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and 
slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be 
kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, 
just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.”

Dave Reimer

A Culture of Anger
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Editorial

What do you think about God? Do you generally 
think that God is good, do you believe that he loves you? 
Do you believe that he loves the people around you, even 
the ones that are openly living in sin? Do you believe that 
God loves you because he must, but really, he probably 
doesn’t like you a whole lot? Do you sometimes wonder 
if maybe you are something of a nuisance to God that he 
simply tolerates? 
 I ask these questions because the way that we 
think about God matters. I say that God is a great, big God 
who loves me. I say that God loves all people, even the 
ones living in open sin. I say God loves me and enjoys 
my presence, that he loves and likes me. I say that God 
loves me because he chooses to, not because he has a 
burdensome need to love me. I say these things, but do I 
believe them?
 Sometimes, when I lay awake at night in those 
moments of thought before drifting asleep, I think about 
talking to God. But then, I hesitate, because I wonder if I 
have been good enough that day. I hesitate because I am 
quickly reminded of my failings, and perceived failings, 
that day. I hesitate because I wonder if God really wants me 
in his presence. I hesitate because, in truth, I have doubts 
about whether God can really know me as well as he does 
and still love me. 
 I imagine you have doubts like these at times as 
well. Maybe you do not think about them a whole lot. 
Maybe you cover them over by working extra hard to 
always follow the rules and find yourself hard on others 
for failing in the same things that keep you awake at night. 
Maybe you allow your hesitations in coming to God to 
keep you from God all together. Maybe, you are even 

convinced that while God loves you because he must, he 
does not really like you and it is best if you just stay out of 
his way. 
 In Matthew 18 and Luke 15, Jesus tells a parable 
of a shepherd leaving 99 sheep behind to search for one 
lost sheep. The point of the story is not that he cares any 
less for the 99, the point is that he loves every single one of 
his sheep that much. He would wander the hills in search 
of just one of them. That story is a love story from God to 
us. In Matthew, the emphasis is on how deeply God does 
not want to lose any of us. In Luke, the emphasis is on how 
joyful all of heaven is to find us.  Picture the God of all 
creation wandering the lonely hills of this earth, seeking 
you, patiently working not to lose you. Joyfully celebrating 
when he found you. And he feels that way about every one 
of us. 
 So, when I lay awake at night, and hesitate on 
whether I am enough, I remember that he searched for me, 
paid everything for me, and celebrates to have found me. I 
am not enough, but he has loved me anyway. Then I come 
confidently before him in prayer, acknowledge my failures 
without fear, ask for his help, receive his love, and fall 
asleep in his arms. Like any child would do in the arms of a 
parent whom they are certain loves them.

Clinton Friesen
 

The God Who Searches
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Church and Missionary Reports

 We have been living in Winnipeg for a little over 
two months and feel like we are mostly settled in. Boxes 
are unpacked (except a few), we have visited the closest 
parks and even made a new neighbour friends with kids. 
What we thought would be a stressful process turned out 
to be really good. We are thankful for God’s grace that has 
covered us and good friends who have helped us. Brett has 
started back up with All Nations Drop In, they had 15 kids 
at their VBS week, and going forward Drop In is taking 
place twice a week. 
 Since moving to the city, work at Naomi House 
for Candace has close to doubled. Weekly she meets with 
people inquiring about sponsorship, looking for relatives, or 

trying to find financial support to help bring their families 
to Canada.

 In one such meeting we met Adam.  He is a 19-yr-
old originally from Somalia, he came to me to see if I could 
help him find is family. Apparently, my name has been 
passed around, stating that I can help refugees and find 
ways for them to come to Canada (not really true). Adam 
shared the story of how his family was targeted by Al-
Shabab (extremist group), his father kept coming in and out 
of the city and they thought he was a spy for the military. 
In reality he was a poor merchant who sold whatever he 
could off the cart behind his donkey. When Al-Shabab beat 
him and threatened him the first time, he stayed home, but 
in Somalia there is no social aid, and if he did not go and 
sell his family did not eat. Against the wishes of his wife 
he loaded the donkey and went to the city to sell, he did 
not return home and neighbours ran to tell the family that 
members from Al-Shabab were on their way to their home 
to kill them. In a panic they all fled, Adam was separated 
from his family but found an aunt. They dared not go back, 
Al-Shabab does not forget a grievance and there is no value 
placed on life even that of a child. Adam told me that they 
did not have phones and certainly not computers and to this 
day he has never been able to track down a single member 
of his family. 
 His aunt was eventually able to smuggle them to 

Ministry Ramping Up in Winnipeg
Brett and Candace Loewen

Africa Inland Mission
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South Africa, once there she was diagnosed with cancer, 
she again was able to pay a smuggler to get Adam to 
Canada or at least to try. By the grace of God Adam arrived 
in Canada, he started his time here in a shelter until he was 
eventually referred to child and family services and put 
with a foster family. At age 19 he still has trouble sleeping, 
the memories and “what-if’s” make it hard for him to shut 
off his brain. 
 There is nothing that I can do for Adam in regard 
to finding his family other then refer him to Red Cross but 
I know he did not end up in my office by chance. Adam is 
now one of four Somali teens that we meet with, we did not 
plan to focus on young adult Somalian’s and officially we 
are not but the Lord has made it clear that these guys are 
our mission field. 
 Would you be willing to pray for a Refugee? Each 
day I get emails from refugees around the world looking 
for a way to a new home, for hope. Like Adam many have 
faced unjust discrimination, war, and persecution to name a 
few. 
 I have prayer cards ready to mail out if you would 
like to commit to praying for a refugee or refugee family. 
Cards will have the countries they come from and a short 
write up if they have included their story, names will be 
changed for privacy reasons. 
You can call or email or write to request a Refugee 
Prayer Card. 

Candace Loewen
bcloewen@aimint.org

204-392-9489
Address:

127 Ravenhill Road
Winnipeg, MB

R2K 3K4
 We have been so encouraged in how the Lord 
has directed our steps, we can see Him moving before 
us even when we weren’t sure which way to go. We 
had planned on a Summer Camp this year for refugee/
newcomer kids which was obviously cancelled due 
to COVID, but in that happening we have begun to 
have new ideas and dreams for what camp could look 
like next year and how we can reach out to youth like 
Akbar. 

Please pray for us as we try and discern what the Lord 
is leading us to. 

Prayer and Praise
1.) Pray for our fellowship with our Somali guys 

that we would be able to boldly share the 
gospel and also step in as parental figures as 

most of them have no one looking out for them. 
2.) Pray for the refugee crisis around the world, that 

many refugees would find safety and if they do not 
know Jesus would have the opportunity to hear 
about Him. Would you commit to praying for one 
such refugee/family?

3.) Pray for the All Nations Drop In kids that they 
would respond to the gospel message and that Brett 
would continue to deepen relationships with the 
youth. 

4.) Praise the Lord for a smooth transition from living 
in Steinbach to living in Winnipeg, we are excited 
for things to come. 

Thank you for your faithful prayers and support. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or 
want to hear more. 

Brett and Candace 
Hudson, Lucas, Abigail, Silas 
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Rediscovering the Pathway to Joy
It seems March 16 was so very long ago. March 16 was 

our first day of lockdown and back then, our ideas of how 
long COVID 19 would last or what its ramifications might 
be didn’t include being under lockdown for 21 weeks and 
counting (August 10 will mark 21 weeks or 147 days). Nor 
did we imagine the one-month travel ban decreed on March 
22 be extended four times (we await to see if the travel ban 
will end August 22). Back in March, we never would have 
imagined that in a country of 4 million people, the number of 
infected people would surpass 70,000 (nearly 24,000 cases 
are active) and see over 1500 people lose their lives.

In other countries where Avant has missionaries serving, 
Bolivia is also very hard hit and restrictions there are even 
tighter than in Panama. 
Meanwhile, lockdown 
conditions in Ecuador 
and Colombia are like 
Panama. In Brazil, where 
cases number only behind 
the United States, has 
its lockdown measures 
vary from state to state 
but nevertheless, they are 
prohibited meeting publicly. 
In some cases, in Brazil, 
one is not allowed to travel 
outside their town/city. Our 
missionaries in Argentina 
continue to be under strict 

lockdown and are prevented from gatherings of any size. 
While Uruguay, surrounded by both Brazil and Argentina 
appears to be back to near normal. 

With news like this, you would be right to assume that it 
feels like our joy has been under assault. More than ever, it’s 
been really important to keep ourselves grounded in God’s 
word, to pray and guard our thoughts, to focus our thoughts 
on what is true, honourable, excellent, lovely and worthy of 
praise (Phil. 4:8). It is worth remembering that these words 
coming from the Apostle Paul were written during a time 
when he was in a Roman prison and yet, Philippians has 
been dubbed the book of joy!

Our church here in Panama just recently began a series on 
the Fruit of the Spirit found in Galatians 5 and I was asked 
to take on “joy” thought this would be easy but I had no 
idea how much it would challenge me, it’s a sermon I need 
for myself! It has been good to remember the difference 
between the fluidity of happiness that is based upon outward 
circumstances and the more permanent nature of joy that 
originates in God. 

Witnessing Virtual “I Do’s”
Before COVID became a household word, our former 

teammate in Prague, Kelly Dawson, got engaged and invited 
Team Prague to her wedding July 19 in Nashville, Tenn. It 
would have been a great time reuniting and a beautiful 
wedding ceremony to attend but COVID happened. 
Kelly and Andrew decided to not allow COVID to rob them 
of tying the knot so after altering the venue, officiant, paring 
down the guestlist, and pushing the day up by one day, Kelly 

Planning for a Canada Furlough
Kevin and Maria Martens

Avant Missions
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and Andrew said, “I do,” July 18. Instead of letting the 
disappointment of missing the wedding, we got dressed up 
and “attended” the ceremony via Zoom.

Local & International Ministry
Although COVID continues to keep us confined to our 

apartment, ministry and member care continues to happen. 
One of the challenges COVID has brought to the Church 
across the world is how to navigate and meet ongoing 
ministry needs. For the missionaries we care for, all of them 
have become very familiar with using Zoom. Even for those 
who were a little challenged technologically before, we’ve 
all gotten our Zoom master’s degree. 

For us, we continue to connect through emails, texts, and 
Zoom calls with our missionaries individually. We also host 
group prayer meetings every two weeks where we hear from 
each other and pray for our prayer requests. 

Locally, we attend LifeBridge prayer meetings on Tuesday 
evening, and Bible Study on Wednesday when our schedule 
allows. I (Kevin) have recently been asked, along with two 
other men, to form a men’s group. We are still discussing 
what kind of DNA we wish for this group to have but believe 
we will begin online meetings in the next week or two. We 
will see if the women will want to follow suit :-) I continue 
to mentor a friend of ours and I am finding that our time 
together is mutually beneficial. 

We recently were introduced to a company called 
Revelation Wellness; a company that seeks to help people 
become physically fit as well as spiritually fit. For those of 
you who know us, physical fitness has been important to us 
for a long time because we believe God desires that we be fit 
in every area of our lives. What we really appreciate about 
Revelation Wellness is their primary focus on our spiritual 

fitness. Maria especially has always dreamed of incorporating 
this kind of training into ministry here in Panama as well 
with our missionaries we care for. In our correspondence 
with Revelation Wellness, we were encouraged to become 
trainers, but the cost seemed too steep for us to consider it. 
But then they offered us to apply for scholarships, which 
we did, and we were accepted. We begin virtual training in 
September! 

Future Home Assignment?

Seeing as COVID has kept us grounded and prevented 
us from visiting our missionaries, we are beginning to make 
plans to come to Canada in October through mid January to 
see family and supporters. Dates are only an estimate right 
now as we wait for the travel ban to be lifted. However, we 
are looking for appropriate housing in the Steinbach area. If 
you know of any possibilities, please let us know. 

During our time in Canada, we will still be paying rent 
on our apartment here in Panama, so we need something 
affordable. We also ask you pray for us as we try to make 
these plans. Besides wanting to see family and as many 
supporters our time and energy allows, we still plan to 
continue connecting with our missionaries. 

Lastly, we are so very thankful for your prayers. We have 
received several notes from people letting us know we are 
being prayed for and it is so encouraging! We also thank you 
for financial giving. Although our monthly support is under 
our budget, we remain afloat and we are grateful to God and 
to you, His people for giving. May God bless each one of 
you in amazing ways.

Kevin and Maria Martens
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Karen and I are thrilled at the open opportunities ahead of 
us! God’s hand continues to lead and guide as we embark on 
the adventure of prayer and encouragement - with an initial 
focus in the city of Guelph! In the process God continues 
to deepen our own prayer journey, drawing us into deeper 
dependence upon Him for all aspects of life. He also works to 
challenge us in the ongoing development of our relationship, 
knowing that all will know we are Christians by our love for 
one another! How good, gracious, and kind is our generous 
Father of lights!

Earlier this year...
Who would have imagined the chaos of COVID when 

2020 began? Even as we prayed, discussed and worked 
through the changes that eventually took place - laying aside 
our desire to serve in Spain, transitioning to MSC Canada, 
and launching an entirely new ministry in Guelph - God’s 
hand carried us through the uncertainty, confirmed our steps, 
and challenged our faith. 

“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever 
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 
praiseworthy—think about such things” (Philippians 4:8)

Easter Weekend 2020

Even as we contemplated next steps, God began 
introducing us to neighbours with a similar passion to see 
Guelph transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ! I have 
not seen a man carrying a cross through Guelph before. I 
had not met a fellow believer from the Eritrean church 
in our neighbourhood before - and now I know several! 
Conversing with two Christians whose faith is “loud and out 
there” encouraged my heart. God is on the move in Guelph!

PLEASE PRAY

 Due to unforeseen complications, several of our email 
communications did not reach all of you. Likewise, we 
communicated earlier that World Team would receipt gifts 
until the end of July. Last minute changes reversed that and 

your donations through World Team ceased June 30. We are 
now working through our list to connect personally with 
each of our supporters. We look forward to catching up!  
Please pray for us as we rectify these communication errors!

We desire to see Guelph Transformed, moving into 
greater alignment with God’s will in all aspects of society. 
Please pray for us to be able to connect with like-minded 
people, encourage Christian leaders and seek Him diligently 
in all of this!

Jacob and Karen Ginter

It is always encouraging to “bump into” 
fellow believers

Excited for New Ministry Opportunity
Jacob and Karen Ginter

MSC Canada
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Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: REJOICE! 
(Philippians 4:4) 

With the last few months behind us, what else can we do 
but rejoice? Praise God we can come together as a church 
family and worship within our church walls. We have been 
so very thankful for the ability to attend church livestream. 
We are thankful for all the wonderful people who have put 
the time and efforts into keeping us connected and uplifted 
with God’s word and reminded us of His love.

On July 5, our church gathered outside for our “first” 
church service back. And what a service we had! What better 
way to welcome everyone back then with celebrating five 
young believers getting baptized?  

1 John 4:10 “This is love: not that we love God, but that 
he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins,” With happy hearts we support the five newly baptized 
members: Nathan Peters, Matthias Driedger, Arlen Peters, 
Alandra Martens, and Matthew Harder. We ask that you join 
us by supporting them in prayer.

As we continue to adjust to the current situations of the 
world we pray for the safety and health of those around us. 
At this time of great need may the Lord bless us and keep us, 
may the Lord shed His light upon us and give us His peace.

Shannon Krahn

A baptism was held outside the church on July 5. Five young men and women were baptized. 

I was out watering my plants this morning and enjoying 
the results of the hot July temperatures and timely rains. I 
could not help but think how quickly the time seems to be 
going again this summer. I hope that you have been able 
to enjoy the beauty and uniqueness that comes with this 
season in our neck of the world. The garden, the sunsets, 
(and sunrises for those awake early enough to glimpse the 
sky), and the time with friends and family outside are just a 
few of the highlights that I have been taking in this summer. 

Church around the world has been different these past 
months and that has been our reality here in Steinbach as 
well. Technology and creativity have been the order of the 
day, and we have been blessed and encouraged in many and 
sometimes surprising ways. A small army of volunteers and 
ministerial have had to be creative and put in a lot of energy 
and time into making it possible for us to run church Sunday 
mornings. We have been so grateful for technology and for 
those who have the savviness to run it. We thanked God 

Five People Baptized in Winkler
Winkler CFC

Church Continues to be Church in Different Times
Steinbach CMC
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for those who were willing to speak and lead singing when 
the pews were empty, and they were forced to imagine the 
faces of our church family as they looked into the lens of the 
camera. 

It has been overwhelming at times with the encouraging 
responses of our congregation as they tuned in weekly to the 

livestream service. Others were creative and took the time 
to stay in touch such as when our youth were able to meet 
via zoom and our boys were able to take part in connecting 
with their leaders and other youth. One of the Sunday school 
departments created a WhatsApp group where the kids 
could share memorized verses, activities they were doing, 
and receive lesson material. As things opened a bit, our care 
pastor Ron Blatz was able to meet with very small groups 
of people to connect and encourage them face to face.  
Pastor Frank Doerksen resumed leading a small group of 
individuals for Bible study and the youth had their annual 
wind up at Ron and Pearl’s where they had to be content 
with rain, but still enjoyed a fireside and games. 

All that being said, I recognize the toll this time has taken 

on many people. It was very difficult to not be able to visit 
some dear friends in hospital experiencing health challenges 
and at times somewhat traumatic experiences. We also 
recognize the loneliness experienced by many individuals 
and their deep desire to gather Sunday mornings when it just 
could not happen. 

So, as I write today, we are incredibly glad that we have 
been able to begin meeting again in our church. It has taken 
planning and a lot of phone calls and emails but these first 
weeks with people in the pews has been so good. How 
beautiful it is when we gather to fellowship, worship, serve, 
and learn together in God’s house. And I must mention that 
having children with their innocence and energy and life in 
church is really quite wonderful. It is not the same and does 
not feel quite right without kids in the building. 

We welcomed Terry and Rosie Banman here to Steinbach 
again, as they transition back to life in Manitoba from Papua 
New Guinea. They have accepted a position where they will 
continue to serve with Ethnos here in Canada. 

Baseball season is in full swing and our church ball team 
is playing about once a week. There is always a group of us 
cheering them on and swatting mosquitos and catching up 
on visiting. This year I have got three from my household 
swinging bats. 

On July 17, in a beautiful, intimate celebration, Hannah 
Friesen and Michael Peters were married. Congratulations 
to you guys as you begin this new chapter in your lives as 
husband and wife. 

Condolences to Wally and Michelle, Mikaela, and Grace 
Driedger on the passing of Michelle’s brother in California. 
May God comfort your hearts as you grieve the loss of your 
brother and uncle. 

We look ahead to the fall and are hopeful for ministries 
to start up again. As with everyone else, we are not quite 
sure how everything will look but we are making plans to 
make available ministry opportunity for our church family. 
Until next time, I will sign off with the words from Hebrews 
6:19, “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and 
secure…”

Sheila Friesen

Terry and Rosie Banman returned from 
Papua New Guinea in June. They will 
continue serving in Canada with Ethnos 
Canada.
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Hello everyone, 
I hope you are all doing well. Our church has been busy 

with summer activities. On June 27, we did our church 
cleaning. We had a few people come and help: cleaning the 
kitchen, sanctuary, repainting the window frames and more. 
It was a nice warm day to get a few things done. We also had 
burgers, salads, and dessert for lunch. 

On June 30 we had our Ladies Tea where quite a few 
ladies come and enjoy an evening of listening and learning 
from our speaker Doreen Penner. We enjoyed dainties and 
tea as well as the fellowship of one another. 

Congratulations to Rainer and Chelsea Harder on the birth 
of their 2nd child, a daughter. Adelaide Adina was born on 
July 2. She was 6lbs, 14oz and 20”. Proud grandparents are 
Alfred and Wilma Harder Harder. 

On July 5 we had our church picnic. This year it was held 
at Willy and Hildy Toews’ yard. Pastor John Klassen gave 
the message and Cornerstone Servants led the worship. We 
had a delicious lunch of burgers, hotdogs, salads, desserts, 
and ice cream. A game of soccer was also enjoyed as well as 
frisbee and spikeball. 

Congratulations to John and Helena Schroeder as they 
became grandparents. John and Helena’s son Larry and wife 
Jessica had a baby girl Kinsley Adalynn Hope. She was born 
on July 14 weighing 6lbs, 4oz and 18” long. 

There are also quite a few families who have gone 

camping and are enjoying the summer and we pray that all 
continue to have a good and safe summer! 

Joanne Krahn

Lunch time at the church picnic!

Many people pitched in to help clean the church on June 27

Enjoying Summertime Fellowship
Niverville CMC
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With non-essential travel restricted this summer, my wife 
and I have rediscovered the joy of our own backyard. This 
is certainly a change of pace from the usual schedule of 
visits and activities, but it has given us a chance to relax, 
reconnect, and appreciate the fruit trees, shrubs and grape 
vines we’ve planted over the years.

Necessary Pruning

Tending to the trees and shrubs is easy, but the grape vines 
are another story. Each fall, I aggressively cut them back 
to the main vine, and each year, from the time they begin 

leafing out in spring, they keep pushing out new growth. 
This pruning is needed to maintain balance and to keep the 
vines from overtaking the yard. Without it, they just keep 
shooting out new branches in every direction and direct less 
energy to producing the tasty grapes that make great juice 
and jelly.
Cutting Back on Busyness

Like those grape vines, many families accustomed to 
extremely busy schedules are experiencing a much-needed 
pruning lately. Many of the social and financial commitments 
that used to fill their calendars have been temporarily 
suspended. By cutting back these commitments, they are 
finding they have time and energy to focus on activities such 
as meals together, going for walks, and helping others.

For some people, this change of pace has also pruned 
back expenses such as registration fees, entertainment, and 
the cost of commuting. As a result, they have more money to 
give to the causes they care about. For example, one family 
used the refund they received from a cancelled vacation to 
support a project overseas, and another donated the money 

they would have spent sending their kids to summer camp to 
a local program for children in need. However, this kind of 
generosity doesn’t have to be a “just during the pandemic” 
change.

Is Your Generosity Flourishing?

My grapevines need ongoing pruning to produce grapes 
year after year; in the same way a Generosity Plan™ can 
ensure your giving continues to flourish. In my work at 
Abundance Canada, I love helping you think through your 
charitable goals and then developing a customized plan to 

help you achieve them. Having a plan that fits into your life 
now and into the future means you can keep up with your 
charitable giving even when the busyness of life returns.

How is the grapevine of your life doing lately? Has recent 
pruning increased the fruitfulness of your generosity? Do 
you have a plan to keep your giving going?

Preparing a Harvest of Generosity
By Harold Penner

One family used the refund they received 
from a cancelled vacation to support a project 
overseas, and another donated the money they 
would have spent sending their kids to summer 
camp to a local program for children in need.

Harold Penner is a 
Gift Planning Consultant 
with Abundance Canada. 
For more than 40 years, 
Abundance Canada has 
effectively helped Canadians 
with their charitable giving 
in their lifetime and through 
their estate. To learn more, 
visit abundance.ca or call 
1.800.772.3257 to arrange 
a confidential, no obligation 
free consultation. 


