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From the Bishop’s Desk

With Jesus in the Storm
We are in the middle of the COVID-19 shut-down. The
church has not met in six weeks. There is an awkward
silence.

Sometimes you have a wind and some waves to deal with.
Sometimes the sea itself is out to get you. Have you ever
felt that way?

But the worship service and the sermon are being shared
online. And people are loving one another over the phone
in ways more deliberate than before. The church is being
the church. And we are praying that the church will come
through this purified, refined by this present fire.

The stakes are high. The whole church is in that boat.
With the Savior. Think about that. Jesus is asleep. They
wake Him. “Lord. Save us. We perish.”

This morning I saw lilies in the flower bed. At the end
of winter, roses will bloom again. And the beauty will be
exceptional.

Jesus said, “Why are you afraid, ye of little faith?” He
stood up and rebuked the wind and the sea. He does not
talk to the waves. He rebukes the sea itself. “Quiet. Be still”
(Mark 4:39). This is the Lord who once parted the waters
that the dry ground
would appear at
creation. He parted
the waters of the
Red Sea to redeem
His people from
Egypt. He parted
the Jordan waters
to let them into
the promised land.
When God talks,
the waters listen.

What kind of man
is this that even
the wind and
waves obey him?

In the meantime, we are
in a storm, feeling a little
out of control. Usually I
feel safer when I am in
control – like when I am
driving a car. I like the
steering wheel in my hands.
When I am on a plane, I do
not want the steering wheel
in my hand. I would feel
less safe with the steering
wheel in my hand. And I
am not anxious, because
there is a pilot who knows
what he is doing. (I do
not even know what the
steering wheel is for if
there are no tires on the ground.)

In some storms, I want control. Sometimes the storm is
over my head, and I willingly submit it to the Father and
rest quite well. In this COVID storm, I have found myself
not anxious. It is not mine to fix. I will try to be faithful
and productive in it. But it is not mine to fix. I find myself
reading Scripture to remind myself that God is in control.
Jesus’ disciples found themselves in a storm once. Matt
8:23-27. Jesus told His disciples to follow Him. He got in
a boat. His disciples followed Him. Into a storm. It was
no ordinary storm. Literally “a great earthquake happened
in the sea”. There are fishermen in the boat. They have
seen storms. This is no ordinary storm. They are panicked.
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“A great calm
happened.” What
is a “great calm”?
Is that like a
blaring silence?
The calm is as
exceptionally great as was the “earthquake in the sea”. But
more awe-inspiring. “What kind of Man is this, that even
the winds and the sea itself obey Him?”
Are you feeling like a helpless soul in a small boat in
a “great earthquake in the sea” right now? Jesus is in the
boat with you. He rules over that sea. If it seems that He
is asleep right now, know that He is not anxious. He rules
over that sea. “Don’t be afraid. Have a little faith.” Stay
in the boat. Read on. On the other side (Matt 9:1ff), Jesus
will heal that sickness, He will forgive that sin. Roses will
bloom again. “Take courage, child.”
Dave Reimer
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Editorial

Is God Passing By?
Do you believe that God is aware of your struggles and
suffering? Do you believe that he cares about them? At one
point or another in our lives, most of us wonder about these
things; we wonder if God is present at all in our sufferings.
There is an interesting story in the Gospel of Mark
(Mark 6:45-51). Jesus and his disciples had just had a great
time of ministry (teaching and feeding 5,000). Jesus, as he
regularly does, concludes this time of ministry by seeking
some solace with his father in prayer. He heads to the
mountain to pray and sends his disciples across the lake.
Crossing the sea did not prove an easy task for his
followers as they struggled with the oars for the better part
of the night and have still not crossed over. I have no doubt
that they were tired, and quite likely discouraged by the
challenge they were facing. Most likely they were more
discouraged because Jesus was not with them and they felt
alone in their challenge.
However, the text tells us that although they were
unaware of it, Jesus was aware of their struggle from the
vantage point of the mountain. He could see the challenge
they were facing. So, Jesus does the most natural thing:
he walks out to them on top of the water. Of course, this is
only the most natural thing when we understand who Jesus
is; He is the Messiah, the King, the one and only Son of
God.

to “pass by.” Passing by is the assurance of God’s glory.
In Mark 6, Jesus is “passing by” to reveal himself to his
disciples. And, when they understand who Jesus is, they
will understand that no matter what happens, they have
not been forgotten, they are in good hands. But they do not
understand who he is, they fear he is a ghost.
This passage has been a great challenge and
encouragement to me lately. Just like the disciples, when I
struggle, I wonder if God sees and cares. Time and again
God has proven to me that he does, but sometimes I need
that reminder. Maybe you do too. God does see, even when
you are unaware.
Jesus “passed by” and his disciples missed it. This
causes me to wonder, does God ‘pass by’ me in different
ways in my life to reveal that he is with me, but I am too
caught up in my struggle to notice? My encouragement
to you, and to me, is this; first, understand that God loves
you enough to notice all the struggles you go through and
to care deeply about them, deeply enough to get in the
boat with you when you cry out. Then, look around, pay
attention. Maybe God has been passing by to reveal himself
to you; I would hate for you and me to miss out on seeing
that!
Clinton Friesen

The Bible says that Jesus intended to “pass them
by.” I have sometimes wondered why Jesus intended to
ignore them in their time of trouble, but that is not the case.
In Exodus 33-34, Moses asks to see God’s glory. Although
this is too much for Moses to fully grasp, God does agree
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Church and Missionary Reports
Loving God and Each Other
Steinbach CMC
It has definitely been a different kind of month. As of today,
it is the beginning of April and we have been practicing social
distancing for a couple of weeks now. It has changed things
for us, slowed us down in certain areas. Given us more time
at home with our family. Thankfully, we have been healthy
and doing well. We are living in a world that has had to make
all kinds of changes, sacrifices, and decisions as we face the
consequences of this pandemic. It has affected our health,
church services and programs, funerals, weddings, holidays,
employment, finances, and many other areas that branch off of
these. We have had to find creative ways to stay in touch and
become more familiar and dependent on technology
to help us. I have decided to not spend too much
time listening or reading the news. I hope that you
are staying encouraged in truth and in faith found
in Jesus Christ. I have found much encouragement
in my friendships, family, and church community
and I am incredibly grateful for these people in new
ways. I also am really looking forward to when we
can be together, give a few hugs, and have people in
our home around our table again.

down throughout the day. I did not want to regret not trying
it myself, so I braved the climb and screamed (literally) my
way down to the cheers of a group of ladies. I’m not the
only person who faced their fears out there on that slide.
We have had our share of laughs watching those individuals
caught on video. Our speaker for the weekend was Pastor
Clint Friesen and his focus was the book of Ephesians. It
was an encouragement and challenge to us as the church to
live the way Christ has called us to live as his body. I think
most of us look forward to the next retreat!

Just to back it up a bit I’ll share some news from
the past couple of months. This year two of our sons
had the opportunity to attend the Conference Youth
Retreat at camp Cedarwood in February. They
enjoyed the weekend and some of the highlights for
them included the tube slide and playing broomball.
Chris Marchand was the speaker and he did a
fantastic job connecting with our youth through the
sessions he taught.
In February we experienced our first ever
Church Retreat. This event had been in the works
for a couple of years when we were approached by
Mitchell Gospel Church to join them on a retreat.
We couldn’t have asked for nicer weather or better
company and so Saturday was spent mostly enjoying
the outdoor activities Cedarwood has to offer
which included skating, snowshoeing, and even a
sleigh ride. The tube slide was a hot commodity,
and had a fairly steady stream of people cruising
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In March we had the privilege of hearing the testimony
of Megan Friesen, who shared her story of how God called
her from a life of darkness into his marvelous light. Today,
Megan is working at Youth for Christ in Winnipeg reaching
out to young people who are looking for support and
relationship as they face the challenges of life.
Ross Breitkreuz stopped in Steinbach on his tour
presenting Seven Mile Story in February. We had a great
evening where Ross took us through the Bible from “In the
beginning” to “It is finished.” He helped us experience every
part of Scripture (Genealogies, Laws, Poetry, Prophets)
as an unbroken narrative. It was really interesting to hear
it presented in that way, and it really connected since our
pastors are preaching through the Bible as one story as an
ongoing message series.
We are thankful for the ways that our church family has
stepped up during this time to help keep caring for people.
One of the ways we worked at encouraging our seniors

especially was to collaborate with a number of people and
put together care baskets. Included in the package was a jar of
homemade soup, a loaf of homemade bread, and a variety of
homemade cookies. A card and a current copy of Our Daily
Bread was tucked in and with practicing social distancing,
baskets were hand delivered. It was a blessing on both the
giving and receiving end. We have also been working hard
at providing live services each Sunday available online
from our website. In collaboration our AV personnel and
other technical support we have been able to live stream our
services and it has been a way to still feel like we are doing
church together.
I want to encourage you all to keep your eyes fixed on
Jesus in the midst of these trying times. To remember that
he can guard your heart and mind as you trust in him. That
Jesus is our source of life and hope and because we have that
hope, we have something to offer those in our life.
Sheila Friesen

5 New Couples Welcomed into Membership
Winkler CFC
On February 9 we welcomed five couples into our church
family as members. We watched and listened in excitement
as they shared their testimonies and were welcomed into
our church. We welcomed Kevin and Nellie Driedger (1
daughter and one baby on the way), Cornie and Mary Dyck
(2 boys and 2 girls), Danny and Christine Krahn (2 boys and
1 girl), John and Amanda Martens (5 girls and 3 boys and a
baby on the way), and David and Karolina Wiebe (3 girls).
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household,
having been built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in
whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing
into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being
built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit (Ephesians
2:19-22). Welcome to the family!
On March 16 Deacon Elections were held. The Deacon
nominees were: Peter and Nancy Doerksen, Justin and
Monika Giesbrecht, and Aaron and Lexi Guenter. We want
to thank all the nominees for letting their names stand as
they were willing to take on this calling from God. After
the ballots were in and counted Peter and Nancy Doerksen
were elected and accepted. For they that have used the office
of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree,
and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus
(1 Timothy 3:13). We ask that you all pray with us as we
March/April 2020

Peter (Nancy) Doerksen was elected to the position of Deacon on March 16.
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support them through this new role God has called them to.
Peter and Nancy have served as youth leaders in our church.
They have two daughters Jadalee (4) Kaylie (1) and one
baby on the way. We look forward to having them join our
ministerial team.

very thankful for technology. Even though we have not been
able to attend church services in our church we have been
able to attend via livestream. We want to thank the soundmen,
ministerial, and everyone else involved to make it possible
so we can get together as a church family. We can feel the
With the Coronavirus epidemic happening we have been support and prayers through this service. We hope the rest
of our church family (you all) are keeping safe and healthy
during this time. In
Five new couples were welcomed into membership on February 9.
nothing be anxious,
but in everything by
prayer and petition
with
thanksgiving,
let your requests be
made know to God.
And the Peace of God
which surpasses all
understanding, will
guard your hearts
and your thoughts
in
Christ
Jesus
(Philippians 4:6-7).
Shannon Krahn

Baptism in Bothwell
Bothwell CFC
Greetings from Bothwell Christian Fellowship! We wanted to share with you all the blessing of baptism that was
held on March 1. It was an extremely exciting day as we heard testimony of God’s faithfulness. Those who were
baptized are Sean Banman, Cliff Peters, Jeremy Desroches, Sherise Sumka, Kyndra Vogt, Deanna Peters and Russ
and Allison Neufeld. (Pastor George Froese (far left) and Pastor Ron Friesen (far right) are also pictured).
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Getting Creative with Covid-19
Brett and Candace Loewen
Ministry to Africans in Canada (MAC)
“My Father was killed while I was at school, my uncle
came and took me to protect me. I never saw my mother
or sisters; I didn’t get to say goodbye” I saw tears in his
eyes as this man told me his story. Miraculously he found
his parents 12 years later; only he was already in Canada
and they were still in Somalia. His sister’s husband had
just been killed and now the family was on the run. He
told me about how there is no future for his sister’s kids,
and he wants to bring them to Canada. I did not have great
news, first his family needed to get out of Somalia and then
we would have to try and find a group to sponsor them or
donate the funds needed. He looked dejected as he realized
the uphill battle it would be.
I prayed with him before he left; a Muslim man, 20 years
old, studying to be a nurse on a full scholarship. As he
leaves, I take down some notes, and store his information
in the back of brain to pray for him and his family when I
think about it. This is a typical day for me at Naomi House,
blessed and burdened by what the Lord has called me to.
It feels like everything has changed since our last
update in February, and it has. Just as everyone has been
experiencing the challenges that COVID-19 has created, we
too have been trying to figure out how to do ministry when
we are largely confined to our home.
Both of Brett’s conversational English classes are cancelled
until further notice as is the All Nations Youth Drop In. As
it becomes apparent that the social distancing may end up
taking longer then a few weeks, we have been praying and
brainstorming how we can stay in contact with the people
we have relationships with. Facetime and Zoom seem to be
good options, we are even considering what it would look
like to do a conversational class over zoom. Colleagues of
ours in Montreal recently took their ESL class online and
they said it worked well. We are hoping to be able to adapt
some of our ministries in this fashion.
We have much to celebrate as Naomi House has been
approved to be a SAH or Sponsorship Agreement Holder
with the government of Canada, meaning that Naomi
House can sponsor up to 25 refugees in one year! This is
a huge answer to prayer, but it also means that Candace
will be much busier starting immediately. We have been
trying to work out a schedule but with young kids its been
a challenge to give the time needed. Thankfully, a lot of the
work can be done remotely from home, so its full steam
ahead. We are excited to see how God will be moving
through these new relationships.
March/April 2020

Brett and Candace Loewen at MissionFest Manitoba with
their latest addition to their family: Silas.
Prayer and Praise
• Pray that our relationship with our Somali friend
continues to grow, and that we figure out how to be
support even with social distancing.
• Pray as we discern and plan out our Camp MAC
fundraiser and as we continue to plan for Camp
Soar to take place in August.
• PRAISE. We found a van just days before our old
one died!
• Pray for Candace as she takes on a
new Sponsorship role at Naomi House with this
SAH agreement. For the balance of family and
ministry.
• Pray for all those affected by COVID-19, that we
as a church would figure out how to do life and
love one another well.  
Brett and Candace Loewen
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The Lord is Close to Those Who Call on Him
Niverville CMC
I hope you are all doing well in this uncertain time. This is
a trying time and us believers need to stand strong and be an
encouragement to those who need it.
The youth group had a Valentines Supper on Friday,
February 14. They got dressed up and enjoyed a delicious
supper and played some games.
Congratulations to Emanuel and Dara Toews and proud
sister Arielle on the birth of their second daughter: Kahlyn
Azalia. She weighed 8lbs 6oz and 20.8”. Proud grandparents
are Willy and Hildy Toews from Niverville CMC and Jason
and Natalie Dueck from Bothwell Christian Fellowship.
The youth went on their youth retreat at Camp Cedarwood.
It was held on February 21-23. The speaker was Chris

Marchand. The youth had a great time spending time with
each other as well as digging deeper into God’s word.
Cornie and Tina Doerksen went on an MDS Missions trip
to Rockport Texas. There they helped with building a house.
They also went and did other traveling along the way. This
was the MDS group that Cornie and Tina worked together
with. Also, Russel Falk and Simon Doerksen had to return
home earlier than expected from Miller in BC.
Marina, Isaac and Elizabeth Doerksen went and visited
them a few weeks prior as did Ernie, Shirley and Brian Falk
and Cory Stoesz. They all enjoyed their time, seeing where
the boys did their school and visiting with friends.
Joanne Falk

Rejoicing During a Pandemic
Jacob and Karen Ginter
World Team
A friend of mine recently posted a great document, “Tips
for Self-Care During the Pandemic.” It is a great resource if
you are in the bracket of “non-essential” and have time on
your hands!

How are you spending your days recently? I continue
working from home, adjusting to “zoom” meetings instead of
coffee meetings, so opportunity for connection still abounds.
It strikes me that while many people in Ontario are sitting
at home with nothing to do, others are working to an extreme.
“Non-essential” workers now struggle to make meaning of
their days - some concerned about the financial ramifications
of not working - while “essential” workers (especially our
front-line healthcare professionals) work long hours in
stressful environments, with the constant threat of a deadly
infection.
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Paul’s words to the Philippians resound with relevance
for us today: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say,
rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The
Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:4-7) Paul
wrote these words in a Roman prison cell. His was no
“self-isolation” but rather an enforced “lockdown.” Yet, he
challenged the Philippians, and us by extension, to rejoice:
TO REJOICE! What is there to rejoice about during times
like this?
Well, to begin with, as Canadians, we are in a privileged
position even as we face the COVID-19 crisis: available
healthcare, government funding, ample food, stable energy
sources, ease of connection via phone or internet! Yet, that
is not the REAL reason to rejoice! We have a Saviour! We
have the hope of eternal joy with Christ! A friend recently
quipped: “He’s preparing a place for us, and He’s preparing
us for His place!” (John 14:1-7) The joys and suffering of
this world pale in comparison to the hope that awaits us.
The Chronicle

As you celebrate, albeit differently, the Resurrection of
Christ this weekend: “REJOICE!”
Family Update
Megan continues in lockdown in SW Spain. She’s
“isolated” with two friends but is able to teach ESL through
online tools.

housemates.
Karen has capitalized on this time by cooking healthy
meals that stretch resources as well as connecting with others
in the church and abroad.
ZOOM has proved a great way to “spend time” with
family - our little family on Saturdays and extended family
adhoc. We are grateful.
Jacob and Karen Ginter

Carly is now off work - EB Games shut down in this
situation. She’s “isolated” in Scarborough with her three

Teaching Continues in Uncertain Times
Terry and Rosie Banman
Ethnos Canada, Papua New Guinea
Who would have thought a few months ago, how
different the world would look today? Plans have changed
for so many. Sharla had planned to go to Capernwray
Bible school in England for a term and Troy had planned
a trip to Scotland for a MK friend’s wedding. Kara had
planned on being very busy with her online dried flower
business this spring when wedding season would start.
For us missionaries around the world, plans have changed!
Especially with international travel. We were hoping to
start our journey back to Manitoba for home assignment
at the end of June, but everything is uncertain because of
Covid-19. Although our mission organization gave us the
choice to fly back to Canada, we decided to stay in PNG for
several reasons instead of scrambling to leave earlier than
planned.

through the lessons as soon as possible. Those attending
are so excited about what they are hearing and are asking
good, thoughtful questions! Are they really that hungry?
In our discussion time after our study one young lady said “I was
taught to pray to Mary before. I realized that she was a sinner
just like you and me. There is no need for me to pray to her.”
Another guy said, “ Each lesson gives me new things
to think about.
We could go through a full day
of listening to these lessons. They are so sweet.”
Terry and Rosie Banman

We have been busy with
helping a few missionaries
pack up their houses as
they left for medical or
other reasons when flights
suddenly became available.
So far there have been a
few cases of Covid-19 in
PNG but there hasn’t been
too many restrictions yet
in our area although we are
preparing for them to come
sooner than later. Pray for
PNG!
In
the
meantime,
Terry
continues
with
the Bible lessons in our
nearby village and has
a sense of urgency to get
March/April 2020

Terry and Rosie (Back left) and the rest of the team at the Ethnos centre in Sobega.
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The Joy of Giving AND Recieving
It sometimes feels like everything has changed over the
past few weeks, but as the thousands of parents trapped in
the house with Frozen 2 on repeat know, some things never
change. Amid all the chaos of this pandemic, people are
still helping one another – from checking in with phone
or Zoom calls to ordering meals for friends in isolation
or picking up prescriptions and groceries for their elderly
neighbours. This pandemic has put many of the usual
‘givers’ in the unfamiliar, and sometimes uncomfortable,
position of being the recipients of generosity.
Lost and Found
Some years ago, I was out for a morning walk when I
came across a wallet lying on the sidewalk. I scanned the
block, hoping the owner might be walking further ahead,
but there was no one. The wallet contained no driver’s
license – only a library card, a health card, and about $25.
Nothing with an address or a phone number. I turned it into
the police hoping they could connect with the owner.
When my phone rang a few hours later, I was greeted
by an ecstatic woman gushing praises about honesty and
integrity and how there were still good people left in the
world. She explained that the wallet belonged to her older
brother, who was born with an intellectual disability. When
the police had returned it to their house earlier that day, she
had begged the officer for my name and number.

necessary. Receiving the money felt wrong on so many
levels, but my neighbour and his sister were unwavering
in their insistence. I eventually relented, placing the bill
in my pocket with a sincere, “Thank you, I will use it for
something special.” My neighbour’s palpable joy at giving
me this gift made his smile grow even wider.
Receiving Generosity is Generous, too
Accepting someone else’s generosity is awkward when
the person expressing it is, for all intents and purposes,
the one we think should be the recipient. However, my
neighbour’s bearhug of gratitude and his $5 gift was
something he wanted to give– who was I to rob him of that
opportunity to be generous because of my presumptions?
That experience taught me a valuable lesson. Sometimes
being a grateful recipient is itself another act of generosity.
It was a surprising change in perspective.
Many summers have passed since I found that wallet,
and yet the lesson I learned continues to impact my
thinking. In the coming weeks, there are sure to be many
opportunities to be generous with our neighbours (albeit
from a safe distance), both in giving and receiving. As we
weather this storm together, I am grateful that Princess
Anna’s song was right – some things never change… and
generosity is surely one of them, no matter from which side
we experience it.

“He has a small paper route,” she went on. “It pays
very little money, but he would really like to thank you
personally. Could we come over now for a few minutes?” I
told them I needed no further thanks, but she insisted, so I
reluctantly gave them my address.
An Unexpected Gift
When I answered the door a few minutes later, a large
man beamed at me from my stoop. He wrapped me in
a huge bear-hug, saying “thank you!” over and over.
Meanwhile, his sister spoke at a dizzying pace explaining
her brother’s love of walking, that he didn’t listen when she
told him to leave his wallet at home, how they had scoured
the neighbourhood looking for it, and their joy when the
officer called.
Then her brother pulled the wallet from his pocket. He
carefully removed a $5 bill – presumably, the same $5 bill
I had seen when scanning for ID earlier that day. He placed
the money in my hands with the same force he’d used to
hug me.

Darren Pries-Klassen has been the CEO of Abundance
Canada since 2009. For more than 40 years, Abundance
Canada has effectively helped Canadians with their
charitable giving in their lifetime and through their estate.
To learn more, visit abundance.ca or call 1.800.772.3257 to
arrange a confidential, no obligation free consultation.

I felt a little awkward and told them the $5 gift wasn’t
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